
 

Common Mistakes in Making Videos 
 

 
 
Many mistakes in video-making are simple things, but they easily add up to a video that isn't much 
fun to watch.  Before making a video, ask whether you are about to make one of the following 
mistakes: 
 

 There is too much or too little light to see the subject properly.  Students can experiment 
with where to stand with a camera in order to get the best possible light. 

 There is extra noise in the background that makes it hard to hear what people are saying.  To 
avoid this, the videographers need to consider the noise before they begin filming.  One 
possible fix is to do voice-overs later, though this isn't much of an option if someone is 
being interviewed directly on camera. 

 Volume across the video is not balanced.  Sometimes a student will add a piece of music that 
is much louder than the other pieces of the video, which is brutal for those watching the 
video using headphones.  Learning to adjust the volume of individual clips in the editor can 
fix this. 

 Visually, the piece is monotonous.  Simply interviewing someone on camera might be 
informative, but that doesn't mean it will be interesting to watch.  Students can use images 
and/or other footage as the visual backdrop to an audio recording to help make the piece far 
more interesting. 

 Images are out of focus.  One common cause of this problem is that students have taken 
images from online which are too small, and when the editor makes them larger to fit the 
screen, they come out pixilated.  See the handout on getting media from online for help. 

 Images and/or audio pieces are not cited or are copyrighted.  This is typically something that 
keeps a submission from going to our site out of hand.  There are very good sites for getting 
copyright-friendly images and audio, and you are welcome to use the accompanying handout 
linked in the resources area, below. 

 Some of what is said on the video gets cut off.  This is normally due to the person recording 
an interview having stopped the recording too soon.  When recording anything, use the two-
second rule: start the recording two seconds before what you want to record begins, and 
stop the recording two seconds after what you wanted ends. 

 The video is too long.  On one level, the five-minute limit (see rules, below) can keep videos 
from stretching too long.  Still, five minutes is a long time to watch a video that should have 
been two minutes or even ninety seconds.  Students should work to get the time right in 
order to properly tell the story they are creating. 

 The end credits are missing or incomplete.  Students should make sure to thank anyone who 
helps them with the piece. 

 
Resources: 
 
Getting Media from Websites - Copyright and Quality Issues 
http://nextvista.org/projects/Project-Citing_Copyright-Friendly_Media_from_Online.pdf 
 

http://nextvista.org/projects/Project-Citing_Copyright-Friendly_Media_from_Online.pdf

